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"‘""[ANG’ADHAR: — “brether” t@ all and t@ whem all Were:f- f
3 'j“brother or “sister”, -'Yet who was he? Do’ ma,ny rememb&r]_f
-_-:_'-him‘? Surely qoma do “when and if an- ‘occasion arises and:
_then some. have o u;}tangie all those cwwded jumbled .
" -_"threads of the past to _bmg hzm back mw focu% in the present. -
N That dozze then wh'at‘? Let our thoughts dwell a httle blt k}nger_'-_'
"_'.'ien him and see what floats up. - S o

Gag gadhar Was t{} a]l appear&nﬁ:es Jmt a Tamﬂlan gentleQ"l_'_'_ '_
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mai; bearded icmg hznred (b@th dark and thzck) He Was of o
n{)rma} proportzons His face was genﬁe ‘with }arge semi-:
closed: eyes ‘that smﬁed ‘when he smiled, at any and every'

acquamtance he met — often. with a*good morning: brother”

in a-gentle voice. The dress was the simplest, white dhoti - |

wrapped around a. small; Zforgwabie paunch and a white
chudder thrown ¢ overthe shoulders This dressnever changed - ;
That's all that surfaced after thf: f1rst stirring — nothing very: .
re.rnarkab_ie_ or out of the way. One more trait —T have hardly
heard hirn talk but for the “good mornings” and maybe some
more in his work time at the department (Samtary Service). _-
Gangaéhar Iived i Nanteuﬂ (opposue the Playgmund)."
back in 1945 Nanteuﬁ i$a beauuful majestic; spacious old "
buﬂdmg, one of those from the past with its own histc)ry and - g
interesting stones The building Thoused; Tet us: say, “Roy- -
alty”. Tn the paﬂt an American’ daug hter of the Mother, Nishtha, s
lived (ané dled) hsre She-was: ‘the daughter of Presxdent
Wilson of the U.S: A A remarkable lady she was: Whea ter-
minally ill and s.uffermg, she: couid have rece;ved the bestof
treatment anywhere she chose. Buit; she remained here say— o
ing: “They will take care of my body; but who will take care
of my soul?’ Then came Hyder Aliunder 1ts roof, He was a'--' :
big man from the old' State of Hyderabad — wzth his wzfe._' '
(French) Alice, daughter Bilquis and son Adil-(and two big
dogs). After that Sanat Kumar Baner}ee Ex-Consul General
of India to French India and his family, lived and passed away.
under the same roof. New asmost would know; the first floor -
contains: memorabﬂia — sacred and dear to us ~— of the -
Mothet and Sti Aurobindo. The place is named “Sm Smriti”:
So where dzd zhe szmpka Tdmﬂ gentleman flt m‘? There wasa -




was a time: bu‘dc‘. WEre: s

12 "'A?néﬂg5;'231_6-2*???#'-Sés%‘*'(?#fe%ar-.. o

":'_smali mbby ~room. at the: back Of the buﬂdmg, w1th a igw- |
_ ':'_-eeﬂmg, door-and” otie wmdaw Maybe it-was meant to.be a:
store-room {to which purpose it was put; after Gdﬁg&dhax: L
was: %hlfteé) Gan gadhm‘ lived there: several years o
. Veerampattinam is a village on the: coast 5-6° km . the' o
| 's‘i}uth of Pendzcherry A g<30d~312e£:§ templed is situated therein.
 The dezty is-aform of Kahamman Once the Mother had gone
. zhereaboms and found '

ity).. When the Mother s car ‘was- ieavmgg a-small boy ran |
after the car: How_ _far he kept up. tha chase, or whether he met

¢ atmosphere ;nwholesame (there:
cnfzced toappease or please the de~

_ i:he M{)t}}er e Leﬂid ot ascer{am But, I believe he did .
- come under the %peli of he:r direct g&ze Whatever the facts of

* the chance meeting, one thmg ig certain — the. young bﬁy- _

- was'marked; he was fated’ t{) serve the Mother When the boy

| grew into-a man'of 2{} years——on 24 July 193”5 —— he joined

- the Ashram. The young man was' Gangadhar N{} axtemal---

'needs goaded him. The inner ones compelled him. |

_ Gangadhar was given wark in-the: A‘:hram Samtaxy Serv=

~ ice: He served there (in the true sense of the word) till he
“could. no ‘more; ‘L.e. the body’s ageing was the cause. That._'_ .

- was, T guess, in the late 80s ot early 90s. He cenmdemd hlS'__ o

B 'work not just as a dapartmentai Oecupatmn but as the: Moth= -

- :; er’s permnai wortk. Durmg his long tenure the h&md% {of the :
'Depmment) changed, came’ and went, but he held them all.

 with: the same and, utinost respect: (many Of them: haif his

‘age). Were he late; he apologised to them. He said that the_'._”.- '

ong :smmg thare (in the head’s. chair) was the: Dmn& M{}iher .

B _"He;rﬂ;elf s AOL gust a representative. .

Gancadhar was a-man w1£h hardly any naeds let alc)ne. o
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wantx H@ had whﬁtiaé them down t@ the mimmum He ﬁever:- :
asked for anythmﬂ" extra, or even complained about ‘znythmg

He used to say: “This is not my father-in-law’s house.” Haf -

did notbelieve in hoardmg or ccilectmg thirigs, be. they eata-

b}m or wearables H.apisce ‘of bread was leftover, he kept it

in an Gfid cardboard b{m and drew a ting.of DDT'to i(eep the =
ants’ away “Someone: gugge%md “Why- net geta small meat-
%afe‘? Why this daily trouble of cleaning away DDT, pmtmg_‘ _

on a fresh eircle?” Gangadhar could not see the “trouble” =

part-of it. He said he was doing a bit of necessary work!

Some wel ~wzsher offered him'some: money. ‘He refused, say-- '-

mg, “Oh no, there will be no. énd t@ one's wants.”” (He did, 1~

believe, accept asmall amount for some specific purpose - e

but that was all.) He had an ancient mczsc;uzto net; patched up-
often enoughy, the threads somehow heldmg the holesin plaae
He took it to: Pmsper;%y for some more repairs. The people .
there had one look at ;t and: referred back — 10-15 then 30 -
years; to their records < to find out wher: Zast he had taken'a
net. They then req‘aested him 16 fake a new ene He: never
asked for a servant, but later: Coun@uma urged hlm totake
one to help him out (m his old. age) e |

Then blew upa sterm it wasa penod when 1!1 was th{}ughf
that Gangadhar was going round the bend. L am not sure if -
anyone knew: What was really’ wr@ng He shut himself up, -
“would. not eatand threw: ihmgs about. Some hoys were: sént
and he’ wis b(}meh@»w mdﬁced to open the door and- com
out. Then he gave. hzm%if tp. There was enoagh “reason”’
send him off to Bangaiore for psychiamc: treatrent. Gang
dhar himself pmhably cmﬂdn t or wnukin ¢ ﬁ;ay much in hxe;_-_;
own defence. '
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) There 1.‘:, an amazmg sequei t@ the dramd When Gangadhax"' _
was admrtted to the: hospztal (Bangalm*e) he was not-in the

Jeast. happy about it. “Then a niirse, sweet and kind, came o
o hirm at mght and saw 1o his need& talked to him; Gethed his -
- mind, nerves.and bady, with her kindly words,’ campaman-

.: sth and cempasgmn She: br{mght him' round; away from: _'
- that brink. He even. started to look forward to her arrival:

- _‘Then it was time for him to go, return home to Pondicherry.

. He was bemg dlscharged ‘Gangadhar was full-of gratltude-
- for that nurse —an ange] in white: He wanted very much for
~ her to come to Pondicherry, the main reason being that she:

" should have a darshan of the M@ther He spoke to the hospi-
tal authorities; deqcr}bmg the nur’se He %mgled her out from -
f'_'-._-.among the others: So far so goed -but, there wasa problem -
: and & mystery’ The nurse denied havmg nursed this' man. -

N The fact was’ that she had beervon. keave aﬂd hadj just returned
- to her duties! But Gangadhar Was Sure: -about his statements

~and his identification. He was insistent that she accompany

. them’ (hlmself and those who' would come from Pendy to

" :'_ fetch ’mm) to- Pondzci}erry “The nurse, — you can welk zmag-'

| B - ine her predlcament e WHSAS strong in her refusal to-come - . _:
S to Ponélcherry and also her denials of having: nursed him. o
Many around thought “Maybe Gangadhar is having a-re-

- Japse.” Gangadha;r was somehow ' made to- understand the.

- situation‘and the party. remmed Gangadhaz‘ st very dlsap{. -
pointed: that he could ot repay his “angel” — also he was
© puzzled by her denials. Gangadhar went to the Mother soon

o after he. returned and poured out. his: SOITOWS. Tize M{)ther:
o _sml}ed and: hfted the vezl {)f that mystery She said it was
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SHE who went to Gangadhar every night to soothe hi‘s p'a'ngs:.- |
and-deliver him from, god knows, where or what! L
- Gangadhar resumed his. life: from where tie had left The. .
short storm Seemed to have Teft him unsc:athed ‘But when he
retzzrned ‘he was tran sfetred 10 another house: Why, and why'

to that partmﬂar house I cannot answer. It was an old. two__ .
storied building in a lane near: Ambabhlkshu gdrden (our cy- o

cle repair department is situated in that lane). Gangadhar had
to live on the Ist floor. He had to come down for his ablu-

tions, etc: The stairs were steep: and his legs were not as Stmng_ .

a§ they were a few years before. So; the going upwas-onall
fours. For the coming down his seat too had to participate. He
‘pr{wre‘;sed (dmwnwards) lﬂwemg himself, supperted by hands
and feet, to sit on the fower step and 0 on.i. < He: never com-: -

plained. Then one day he fainted {whatever the reasen) The: -
doctorwas: called, who took hin away for tieatment. The g@od.: o

doctor’ qpoke up for him; to get hima b@tter piace to livein. He - |
(Gangadhar} was told about another p}ace abit darkand dampi. .
-(accafdmg to one of his well- wishers): Gangadhar agreed o -
move in, saying “Oh, it is airxght if Counouma has decided.”
The: fmend remonstrated Sd}qng “Gangadharjz you: will die
there!™ Gangadhar smiled and reassur@d the friend: “T am not. -
immortal anyway.” ‘But better sense prevailed and he was given -
a room-on the' grourzd floor of Sﬁbbu House: (01}1‘ hait- cuttmg- .
place). There he lived his last days: d@z‘ﬂg what he couldin our -

midst. In what else, and where else, he: was more active T canw_{
not say much: But it does seem’ that his field of actxon was ot .
just the: department he: worked i The f@ﬂowmg may eluci-

date where lay his field of action, or at least give us @ hint and
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) *allaw a knawiedgeab}e gues'i ’
- Onee a person, who went to the: Mother pract;caliiy everyi__ :
.-ddy, mentzcﬁed to Her that Gangadhar came to Her only once
. ayéar. "{‘he M{}ther repiied “Gangadhar is always in my cons.
scmz.xsness - .
o Ohe: day, it qeems that Sm Am‘obmdo asked the 75 and-
) -Qdd sadhaks as to why they ‘were here: He (Sti- Aumbmda)j_'-
~liked best the answer that Gangadhar gava (Aias? I have nat._' o

' _"been abie to fmd out'what that answer was.)

@n another occasion when the Mother: dppearad on th& -
. :Baicony for the general Darsha, she said that Sti Aurobindo’s

. ':Gr&ce Was sprea,d over the area hke a m;st and most had not .

- _:.felt oronly vaguely. percewed 1t But one - that was‘ Ganga- -.

- dhar = was very aware of it, - . |

o Gangacihar was in-his room. He: 1dly thought “What 133'

B '--t}ns Supermmd‘? Idon’t underqtand anything, have hio: xiea-_ .
“aboutit!” Then it happened all ond sudden he saw the place -

" around him was bathed in gold, Even the water he poured .

- out'of the kigja tlowed out like liquid g gold. This seemis to be
“but the: precursar ef some more and higher expmemes that

b hadie as he Himself wrote: about them later. He talksof -

. how. {he “thausané petalled lotus: Centre above the- head_’- .

“opened due to the Grace of the D;vme Mi}ﬂ’lﬁl‘ 86 too the
g ~_'Bmhma mndmm He expeneﬂced bemg transparted to manyf '

- regions of Goiden Light, into the presence Of the Supreme*
~Lord, fullof peace and Ananda, OREPEE: L
3 Thﬁse are a few b:ats and pxece% gathereci and patched o
gather hy belated promptings from within me == mcmmplete‘ E
;and znadaquate Maybe SOMeEone . else coaid add and shed‘_.



_some more hght on ti‘ns THidn® S hfe But 1t wouid reqmre a{ :
“keener szght” (or m51 ght) bcth 10 Shed the hgh{' and far 0th~
ersto “see’it : SR

As mattets. stand Gangadhar could pass (}ff as JﬂS{ an~ _
:-other of the thousand% of Moth s’:devetees -He was the sim=
plest of the simiple. No dxstmgmshmg ot distmgmshed chat-

acteristics or achzevements in any field-of physzcai mental

or vital activities {not. even in any. of the social or friendly -
ties such as we dilly-dally in) marked him. At best we could

& smgle him out for being “notone of us”, and then shelve him' |

in a corner of our minds. SD much for the. vestiges of him, -

and his life in our memones ‘But his mortal remains — they |
are resting in another: far corner, of P{)nc}zcheﬁy e they went -
‘back to where they began this ‘earthly journey. His friends
and famziy__members from. Ve_exampagn_gam_ requ_ested and

were given 'tﬁe'bédy‘ to be buried there (as per their custom): o

‘This ear‘ihiy Jjourney endcd on 16 August 1992. He was nc)t_ S

too old, but not too yoang either. He had devel ope:d some
arinaty pmbiems but refused to be taken to Ji ipmer, saying:
“My end is near — 50 lot -me be.” But, insisted: upon, he: -

rélented. 1 am told he ;mbsed away even before being admit- : ;_
ted to the h@‘ipit&l He had quietly shaken'off his mortal shack- -
les, leaving us to figure out their future: It was in the scheme

of things that hie be taken to his vﬂhge The body was kept'-' -
there for three- days for his ‘people 0 pay homa.ge It seemsf'_ .
there was no Smeii and no. deterioration of the body was.

seen. Slabs of ice: were kept in the Vicinity = yet itisunu-
sual (to say- the least) that the: body 1af~;tcd 50 long T
No beiis toﬂﬁd nor were requmms sung - but 1 weﬂldz- o
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-_-_say that we: keep a clean httie mche in our hearts and minds
- for th1s gent}e glant fﬂllowmg whose ways could be rather |

. rewardmg

" The ONE Gang,adhar is mighty Shiva whose maﬂﬁd ic;cks; '_

| .could absorb the thundering Fall of Ganga and 1 1mpr1son that -

- flow. ThlS Gangadhar isa tmy tnck}e from those matted }ocks
__'_:gentle, pureaﬂdc!ea}: B SR



