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"‘""[ANG’ADHAR: — “brether” t@ all and t@ whem all Were:f- f
3 'j“brother or “sister”, -'Yet who was he? Do’ ma,ny rememb&r]_f
-_-:_'-him‘? Surely qoma do “when and if an- ‘occasion arises and:
_then some. have o u;}tangie all those cwwded jumbled .
" -_"threads of the past to _bmg hzm back mw focu% in the present. -
N That dozze then wh'at‘? Let our thoughts dwell a httle blt k}nger_'-_'
"_'.'ien him and see what floats up. - S o

Gag gadhar Was t{} a]l appear&nﬁ:es Jmt a Tamﬂlan gentleQ"l_'_'_ '_




Gangadhar : - 191

mai; bearded icmg hznred (b@th dark and thzck) He Was of o
n{)rma} proportzons His face was genﬁe ‘with }arge semi-:
closed: eyes ‘that smﬁed ‘when he smiled, at any and every'

acquamtance he met — often. with a*good morning: brother”

in a-gentle voice. The dress was the simplest, white dhoti - |

wrapped around a. small; Zforgwabie paunch and a white
chudder thrown ¢ overthe shoulders This dressnever changed - ;
That's all that surfaced after thf: f1rst stirring — nothing very: .
re.rnarkab_ie_ or out of the way. One more trait —T have hardly
heard hirn talk but for the “good mornings” and maybe some
more in his work time at the department (Samtary Service). _-
Gangaéhar Iived i Nanteuﬂ (opposue the Playgmund)."
back in 1945 Nanteuﬁ i$a beauuful majestic; spacious old "
buﬂdmg, one of those from the past with its own histc)ry and - g
interesting stones The building Thoused; Tet us: say, “Roy- -
alty”. Tn the paﬂt an American’ daug hter of the Mother, Nishtha, s
lived (ané dled) hsre She-was: ‘the daughter of Presxdent
Wilson of the U.S: A A remarkable lady she was: Whea ter-
minally ill and s.uffermg, she: couid have rece;ved the bestof
treatment anywhere she chose. Buit; she remained here say— o
ing: “They will take care of my body; but who will take care
of my soul?’ Then came Hyder Aliunder 1ts roof, He was a'--' :
big man from the old' State of Hyderabad — wzth his wzfe._' '
(French) Alice, daughter Bilquis and son Adil-(and two big
dogs). After that Sanat Kumar Baner}ee Ex-Consul General
of India to French India and his family, lived and passed away.
under the same roof. New asmost would know; the first floor -
contains: memorabﬂia — sacred and dear to us ~— of the -
Mothet and Sti Aurobindo. The place is named “Sm Smriti”:
So where dzd zhe szmpka Tdmﬂ gentleman flt m‘? There wasa -




was a time: bu‘dc‘. WEre: s

12 "'A?néﬂg5;'231_6-2*???#'-Sés%‘*'(?#fe%ar-.. o

":'_smali mbby ~room. at the: back Of the buﬂdmg, w1th a igw- |
_ ':'_-eeﬂmg, door-and” otie wmdaw Maybe it-was meant to.be a:
store-room {to which purpose it was put; after Gdﬁg&dhax: L
was: %hlfteé) Gan gadhm‘ lived there: several years o
. Veerampattinam is a village on the: coast 5-6° km . the' o
| 's‘i}uth of Pendzcherry A g<30d~312e£:§ templed is situated therein.
 The dezty is-aform of Kahamman Once the Mother had gone
. zhereaboms and found '

ity).. When the Mother s car ‘was- ieavmgg a-small boy ran |
after the car: How_ _far he kept up. tha chase, or whether he met

¢ atmosphere ;nwholesame (there:
cnfzced toappease or please the de~

_ i:he M{)t}}er e Leﬂid ot ascer{am But, I believe he did .
- come under the %peli of he:r direct g&ze Whatever the facts of

* the chance meeting, one thmg ig certain — the. young bﬁy- _

- was'marked; he was fated’ t{) serve the Mother When the boy

| grew into-a man'of 2{} years——on 24 July 193”5 —— he joined

- the Ashram. The young man was' Gangadhar N{} axtemal---

'needs goaded him. The inner ones compelled him. |

_ Gangadhar was given wark in-the: A‘:hram Samtaxy Serv=

~ ice: He served there (in the true sense of the word) till he
“could. no ‘more; ‘L.e. the body’s ageing was the cause. That._'_ .

- was, T guess, in the late 80s ot early 90s. He cenmdemd hlS'__ o

B 'work not just as a dapartmentai Oecupatmn but as the: Moth= -

- :; er’s permnai wortk. Durmg his long tenure the h&md% {of the :
'Depmment) changed, came’ and went, but he held them all.

 with: the same and, utinost respect: (many Of them: haif his

‘age). Were he late; he apologised to them. He said that the_'._”.- '

ong :smmg thare (in the head’s. chair) was the: Dmn& M{}iher .

B _"He;rﬂ;elf s AOL gust a representative. .

Gancadhar was a-man w1£h hardly any naeds let alc)ne. o



